
IOGCC International Committee 
Regulating During a Natural DisasterðThe 

Fort McMurray Fire 

David Hardie, Senior Advisor, Closure and Liability 

October 3, 2016 



AER 

Presentation 

Overview 

Facts About the Fire 

Before the Fire 

During the Fire 

After the Fire 

Regulatory Challenges  

2 



AER 

About the Fire 

Started on May 1, 2016 

590,000 hectares burned 

(approximately size of 

Delaware) 

88,000 people evacuated 

2,400 homes/buildings 

destroyed 

About 40 million barrels of 

product deferred  

Under control on July 4, 2016 
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Before the Fire 
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Companies prioritize sites 

ÅLikelihood of fire reaching site 

ÅImportance of site to operations 

ÅWhat sites can be accessed safely 

ÅAssessment of amount of work to 

prepare site 

ÅCommon infrastructure first 

(powerlines, pipelines, etc.) 
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Companies prioritize activities 

ÅRegulatory approval 

ÅWhat priority activities to conduct that 

might reduce additional damage? 

ÅConstruct walls and berms 

ÅPump down tanks 
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AERôs role 

Information collection, risk 

assessment, and dissemination  

Coordination of activities as 

appropriate 

AER staff photo 
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Before the Fire  
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During the Fire  
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Tuesday May 3, 2016, 12:00 p.m. 
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Tuesday, May 3, 2016, 1 p.m. 
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AER staff photos 
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